USS SPROSTON REUNION GROUP

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
Revised at the Galveston reunion in the Holiday Inn Resort on the Beach 10 Oct 2015 to eliminate reference to “President Elect,” create the position of  “Vice President” and clarify Article VII of the                    By-Laws relating to the disbanding of The Group.
CONSTITUTION

Article I – NAME

The name pf the association will be: “USS SPROSTON DD/DDE 577 REUNION GROUP” or “SPROSTON REUNION GROUP” may be used in lieu of the legal name: WORLD WAR II GROUP USS SPROSTON DD/DDE577.
Article II – PURPOSE

A permanent, non-profit, tax-exempt organization formed to memorialize for posterity the distinguished saga of the “USS SPROSTON” and her crew. To seek to promote and participate in patriotic activities, provide social and recreational activities for its members and to support any member when in need.

Article III – MEMBERSHIP

All officers and crewmen are eligible who served any period of time aboard the USS SPROSTON from the commission date of MAY 19, 1943 to the final decommissioning date of SEPTEMBER 30, 1968 and all spouses or offspring of deceased officers and crewmen of the USS SPROSTON.

Article IV – OFFICERS

1. The officers of the organization shall be:

a) President

b) Secretary

c) Treasurer

d) Reunion Chairman

e) Three Board Members

f) Vice President
2. These officers, with the exception of the Vice President, who shall act as an assistant to the President during the term of office of the Vice President, shall act together as an Executive Board. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum at any of its meetings which shall be held during reunions.
       3.    No officer shall receive any monetary or other compensation for performing the duties of his

             
respective office. Officers may receive complimentary rooms as approved by the executive board. 

Such complimentary rooms shall not be considered compensation under this article.
4.
Election

a) All officers shall be elected at regular reunion meetings.

b) The President, Secretary and Treasurer will hold office until the next meeting. A Vice President shall be elected at the end of the current President's third year in office or when the current President advises his intention not to stand for re-election at the next reunion.

c) The Reunion Chairman will hold office until the reunion for which he is elected is completed and required reports submitted.

d) One board member shall be elected at each reunion meeting and shall serve for three consecutive reunions. One board member is therefore replaced each reunion meeting.

e) All elections shall be by secret ballot if contested. All officers shall be voted on separ​ately and a majority vote of the members present shall be required for one’s election.  

f) Any former crew member of the USS SPROSTON shall be eligible to hold office in the organization.

g) When a vacancy occurs in an elected office the Executive Board will fill the vacancy until the next meeting.
Article V – RESIGNATIONS

1. Resignations shall be effective upon written notice to the President or Secretary.

Article VI – AMMENDMENTS

        1.   This constitution may be amended at any reunion meeting by a vote of three-quarters of the crew members present provided crew members present have been given at least two days notice of the nature and substance of the proposed amendment.

BY-LAWS

Article I – DUES AND ASSESMENTS 

1. There shall be no dues or assessments, however at each reunion meeting a contribution 

may be requested or a registration fee may be collected to help defray mailing costs, help to support social and recreational activities or to help a needy member. 

Article II – MEETINGS

1. The regular meeting shall be held on the last day of the scheduled reunion.

Article III – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

1. PRESIDENT – Chief executive officer of the organization, preside at all meetings, appoint all standing committees and other committees deemed necessary to carry on the work of the Organization.

2. SECRETARY – Keep an up-to-date file of all members, send out notices, attend to all correspondence and other duties commonly assigned to this office. He shall keep an accurate record and file of the transactions of all members.

3. TREASURER - Collect any monies due to the organization and deposit them in a bank designated by the Executive Board. Payment of any money for any expenditure must be first duly authorized by the Executive Board or membership. Maintain a record of his transactions. He shall make a complete and accurate report for his term at the next reunion meeting.

4. REUNION CHAIRMAN – Make all arrangements for the reunion for which elected. He shall seek advice and assistance from Reunion Committee members on details pertaining to the reunion.

5. EXECUTIVE BOARD – Formulate and execute the authorized policies of the organization. It may authorize policies of the organization. It may authorize expenditures of money necessary to carry on its programs. It shall designate a depository for the organization.

6. VICE PRESIDENT – During his term of office, the Vice President will act as the assistant to the President for the purpose of learning the duties of the office and otherwise preparing himself to assume the duties of President at the completion of the next reunion. The Vice President shall preside over all meetings should the President be absent. In the event the President can no longer carry out his duties, the Vice President shall serve in his stead until the next election.

Article IV – STANDING COMMITTEES

1.     SCREENING – Will receive all applications or requests for membership and establish the eligibility

                of applicants.

2. AUDITING – Will be responsible for reviewing all financial records kept and reporting condition of same to the organization.

Article V – REUNIONS/REUNION COMMITTEE(S)

1. CONSECUTIVE REUNIONS shall not be permitted in the same locality, i.e. NORTH, SOUTH, EAST or WEST within the U.S.A. or any location.

2. Reunion committee members selected by the REUNION CHAIRMAN, to include the PRESIDENT, SECRETARY and TREASURER, shall advise and assist the REUNION CHAIRMAN in the arrangements and conduction of the reunion.

3. The REUNION CHAIRMAN shall submit a complete report of all aspects of the reunion, to include attendance, financial details, etc., to each of the Reunion Committee members within two months of reunion completion.

Article VI – AMENDMENTS

1. These BY-LAWS may be amended at any time by A MAJORITY VOTE of the EXECUTIVE BOARD, BY TELEPHONE OR E-MAIL, for the preservation and good order of the REUNION GROUP Providing all members shall be notified in an expeditious manner.

2. These BY-LAWS may be amended by a majority vote of crew members present, providing all crew members present are given at least two days notice of the proposed amendment.

Owing to the nature of the membership of the Sproston Reunion Group and its event​ual disbanding due to the death and infirmity of the members, the Consti​tution and By-Laws of the Group are amended as follows to provide for the disposition of the Group’s residual assets:

Article VII – DISBANDING OF THE USS SPROSTON (DD/DDE-577) REUNION GROUP AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESIDUAL ASSETS OF THE GROUP

1. The Sproston Reunion Group shall be disbanded when the Executive Board, as defined in the  Constitution and By-Laws, determines that the response to the invitation to the annual reunion is not sufficient to sustain the expenses necessary for the reunion and the reunion shall therefore be cancelled.
2. When the Executive Board determines that the Sproston Reunion Group shall be disbanded, the President, with the advice and the consent of a majority of the Board, shall set a date certain for the Group to be disbanded.
3. The President shall direct the last Treasurer to have all legitimate expenses paid in full prior to the date set for the Group to be disbanded, and shall further direct the last Treasurer to transfer all remaining funds to the Tin Can Sailors Association for the purpose of supporting historical research about the Destroyer Type.
4. The Secretary shall notify all surviving members of the decision to cancel the reunion and to disband the Sproston Reunion Group and the date for such. He shall also inform the President of the Tin Can Sailors Association of the date when the Group’s funds are to be transferred to the Tin Can Sailors Association and of the amount. 
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